





Journey Down Jefferson Street
Walking Tour

For over 100 years, todays Fourth Street S.W. was
known as Jefferson Street. It wasn’t until door to door mail
delivery was introduced to the city in 1961, addresses
were simplified 2 years earlier for easier distribution and
the name was eliminated. But everything else remained!

Jefferson Street has an interesting story to tell. One
time nicknamed “Missionary Ridge”, it seems that besides
being dotted with several church parsonages, many of its
families were ardent church attenders. Another nickname,
“Silk Stocking Street” referenced the wealth in the
neighborhood. What ever it was called, Jefferson Street is
loaded with large old beautiful homes.

So tighten your laces, wiggle your toes and get
walking on your “Journey Down Jefferson Street”!

1. Plainview Area History Center - 40 4th St.

The First stop on our journey is the Plainview Area
History Center, home to a building with lots of “firsts”. It
was the first church built in Plainview in 1866 at a cost of
$4,000. In 1894, the church was improved with a two story
front addition providing a kitchen and fellowship hall on




































|

“ ¥ e
i @ Warren Woodcock- 340
327- Dr. Slocumb @ §

I @ cCharlie Burchard- 320

’ @New Kid on the Block- 240

235- H _
Foster's Addition enry Wedge @ | @ Arthur Koenig- 230

Original city limits

Dr. E.Eimith- 300

235- Dr. Whitcomb

335~ Dr. French/Mahle @

@ History Center- 40



Journey Down Jefferson Street
Walking Tour

@ martin Grove- 540

535- Miller Bolton §®

@ Thomas Bolton- 510

425- Eva Wedge Colvin@ }

405- J.W. Mallory (Ellen Wedge)@ @ William Lawton- 410

320- George Wedge @ ®
375- William Huxgy @ Geo. LaRue/James Wedge- 350





















1907 home built by Thomas Bolton’s son. It started out as
a modest American four square, but with a recent
remodeling, has become much more!

It was Miller Bolton who takes the credit of
convincing Henry Wedge's widow to make the land
behind her home into Wedgewood park. Miller worked
vigorously to secure a park for the children of the village
and was successful with the cooperation of Mrs. Wedge.

The Bolton’s lived here only a short time before
moving into the Mallory house- Bolton’s wife was the
daughter of J.W. and Ellen Mallory. They didn’t have far to
go, and they didn’t have to leave Jefferson street. And
while they lived here, because Mrs. Bolton’s mother was a
Wedge, you could call this Wedge house number 6! But
that's only if you wanted to stretch the point!

18. Martin Grove House- 540 4th St.

Some might say we saved one of the best until last.
You be the judge! ‘

Built in the stick style Queen Anne, this 1902
beauty cost $4,500 and retains much of the original
detailing.

Like the Mallory house, the stone for the basement
was brought by railroad from Viola due to difficulties at the
local quarry, perhaps adding to the expense. This house
has the only turret in Plainview. Although modest in size,
it is topped with a pleasing crown finale and its lacy oval
window makes this tiny tower a delicious addition.

The main gable end is topped with a unique styled
support with boxed fret work above the bracket.

The large open porches on front and side have









Street. Another new and interesting feature is the rafter
ends that stick out as part of the bungalow style.

The tile garage tucked around the side was part of
Dr. Smith’s “Ford” venture. Having one of the first
dealerships in the area, his sales technique was unique.
He simply went to the Twin Cities and bought a Ford,
drove it home and round town until someone asked to buy
it. Then he went back and got another car. No overhead!

This was where Eva Colvin moved her fumiture and
little by little made it her home. So if you want to do a little
more stretching, you could call this Wedge house number
7! Now that would really make the neighbors feel
“wedged in”!

Thank you for taking the “Jefferson Street Journey”.
We hope it was an interesting and enjoyable time giving
you a taste of long ago. There were many homes along
the way omitted from narration, but we hope you enjoyed
them as well. Jefferson Street truly played a unique roll in
the history of our community.

We welcome your visit to the Plainview Area History
Center and hope you consider becoming a member of the
organization.

Ask us about other activites and places of interest
in the community. We want to make your time in our
community rewarding and interesting.

The Plainview Area History Center



Mission Statement

The Plainview Area History Center, an affiliate of the
Rural America Arts Partnership, is committed to telling the
stories and preserving the history of people and events of
the Plainview area, believing an understanding of the past
will enrich our present and future.

Membership

Individual- $12/year
Family- $24/year






