





Battle on Broadway
Walking Tour

North Side Lineup

1906 brought about a return engagement of the
businessmen on Broadway, battling it out on the baseball
field.

Smith’s field was the site of the second game of the
season. (The South side won the first game 26 to 7!1)
Despite threatening weather, the crowd got their money’s
worth as the north side players poured on the wood and
cinched the game with a whopping 8 run lead in the first
inning, winning 33 to 2!!

“Too much praise cannot be given to the North side
individuals for they all played a snappy game,”
proclaimed the newspaper.

“Let’s bask in the victory of their win'as we take a
stroll down the north side of Broadway to meet the 1906
victors. So grab your caps and gloves and let's get going.
To get started, find the only brick house on Broadway,
and you're ready to begin!


















to examine the decorative brick work and lintels above the
windows.

5. F.J. Cornwell & Co General Store/ Dave
Leonard Grocery

(Post Office)

Built in 1876, it was the second brick store in
Plainview and was Cornwell’s original store. After the
1898 expansion, it became the grocery and men’s shoe
department. Cornwell would travel to Chicago several
times a year on buying trips to stock his shelves. After his
death in 1912, his nephew, Thomas Askew, took over the
business. In 1935 it became a Fairway Food Grocery
store. It has been Plainview’s post office since 1970.

In 1906 this business had one of Plainview’s
largest work force, many of them, no doubt, participating in
the ball game!

6. 1.O.0O.F Lodge/ Dickman Clothing

(Rebekah’s)

In 1901, the growing membership of the 1.0.0. F.
lodge decided they needed a place for their meetings.
They built this building, with meeting rooms on the second
floor to “suit” their need, renting the lower level to Geo.
Dickman as a men’s clothing store. It would remain in that
line of business until 1977!

In 1923, this place was the site of a famous “hoist”
when a Chicago gang made off with over 500 men’s suits
valued at $20,000 . They were later apprehended in St.
Paul and jailed. It was “curtains” for Dago Louie, Dapper
Dan, Goldie, and the rest of the gang, but it made for some
lively times in Plainview!

Take a moment to soak in the brickwork. Laboring






the store, providing better illumination for the displays. It
would remain popular for several decades until improved
lighting made them unnecessary.

Crane you next to the second floor and listen
closely. At one time there was a bowling alley up there!
Imagine the delightful crashing sound of pins flying as
patrons shopped below! Later, it was used as a lodge hall
for many years. (The bowling alley moved to lower ground
in another location!)

In 1910 this store became a grocery store and
remained in that enterprise in one form or another until the
1980's.

8. Klees Saloon/Oliverson Dress Shop

(Montgomery Reality)

In 1906, this site was the only wooden building left
along the block! The small one story wooden saloon
building, painted white, was a stalk contrast to the rest of
the massive brick storefronts! It wasn'’t until 1927 that H.K.
Oliverson torn it down and built this small, one story brick
store for his daughter Grace. She operated it as a dress
shop carrying ladies ready to wear and cloth. Later it was
a Federated Store. For a time it was part of the adjoining
grocery story. It's had many uses and was the “short kid
on the block” for most of its history.

9. Stafford Hardware/Duerre Hardware

(Broadway Video & Fitness)

This storefront started out as a simple one story
brick store front built in 1895 by A.P. Stafford who sold out
four years later to Mr.Duerre. Duerre quickly decided to
expand his new hardware business and added the
second story as well as a rear addition. It must have been






establishment. When prohibition began, it became a
restaurant and ice cream parlor serving the best malts in
town! In 1934 it reverted to a municipal liquor store until
1965 when it became part of Christgau & Douglass
Drugstore expansion. Torn down in 1977, it made way for
Peoples State Bank drive through.

11. Erding Saloon/ Christgau & Douglass
Drugstore

(vacant building- former Peoples State Bank)

Built in the early 1900’s, all the detailing remains
behind a wall of brick added during a modernizing effort.
Once one of Plainview prosperous saloons, in 1906, it
was the most modern and up fo date of the five saloons in
the city. It also had the reputation as the most “orderly”.
By 1928, it switched occupations and became a
drugstore. Complete with soda fountain, it provided root
beer floats and sundaes throughout the depression years
and beyond until the 1970’s when it became part of the
expansion of Peoples State Bank. There was even a
dance hall upstairs!

12. Leinger Jewelry/Post Office

(Vacant building- former Peoples State Bank)

In 1886, B.F. Leinger joined with banker Davis next
door to build his one story brick store. The red brick
structure was crowned with an iron cornice. Mr. Leinger
was forced to move into his store before the glass
windows were installed. The delay was caused by a run
on glass because of an earthquake out west. The building
served as the Plainview Post office for many years.















entirely by the “comrades” and donations. The building
had a stage at one end with a second story lodge room for
the old soldier's meetings. In 1908, whén most of the
soldiers had passed on, the hall was sold and the upstairs
room turned into a balcony. Graduations, dances, home
talent plays, vaudeville acts, roller skating, meetings and
exhibits were just part of the numerous events held in the
hall. Even indoor baseball, played with a 12 inch ball,
was undertaken in the opera house!

By 1929, the building had seen better days and
was converted into an auto garage. In 1965 it was
demolished. As you walk by imagine the crowds of
people coming up the walk to be entertained on this site.
And it was all made possible by the generosity of the Civil
War soldiers!

17. Blacksmith/ Wood shop

(Parking lot)

In 1906 there were two small wooden buildings on
this corner. One operated as a blacksmith by the
Hostettler brothers and the other as a small woodworking
shop operated by Lewis Sunquist. The Hostettler's
specialized in shoeing horses and during icy weather in
the winter would have horses lined up for a block waiting
for new shoes. Sunquist was busy in the summer
repairing and resetting wagons wheels that had dried out,
separated from the rim. By 1913 the corner went with the
times and began catering to the new “auto” by the building
of a new garage and later a gas station. It was the end of
being the busiest place in town for horse and wagon!









to see the fascinating collection.

Dr. Tefft also invented an automatic binder,
promoted a nearby iron mine as well as being an
accomplished orator for community events. Bask in the
beauty of this restored home that once was the only
building on the entire block!

If Dr. Tefft had been alive for the 1906 game, he
would have been on the sidelines, his wooden leg
propped up on a stool, yelling his head off. He might even
have loaned out his leg for a bat! He was always ready
for a good joke. |

So that’s it. The north side lineup! Can you see
why they won the game 33 to 2? The pickings were
plenty good along this side of Broadway. May we suggest
walking back up Broadway on the opposite side of the
street for a more panoramic view of the businesses you've
just read about! You'll notice many things you missed on
the first trip.

We hope you've enjoyed your walk down the
“battle zone” along North Broadway. There are other
walking tours available at the History Center. Check them
out!

We welcome your visit to the Plainview Area
History Center and ask you to consider becoming a
member of the organization to support projects such as
these.

Ask about other activities and places of interest in
the area. We want to make your time in our community
rewarding and interesting.

The Plainview Area History Center



Mission Statement

The Plainview Area History Center, an affiliate of the
Rural America Arts Partnership, is committed to telling the

stories and preserving the history of people and events of

the Plainview area, believing an understanding of the past
will enrich our present and future.

Membership

Individual- $12/year
Family- $24/year
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This Time Sonth Sido Sullers De(eat at

. tho Hauds of tho Nou.h Siders.

The much talked’ ot und dong luoked
for-basevall contest bétween the Notth
Side und South Side teams was pulled
off ut Smith's park Weddesday befors
4 large crowd of lqyal tfaps.who had
ventuved out despite l.lge shreatening
‘weuther. Botl; sides conpributed a
large number of*very able raoters who
{ buosted energet.lcully for iye North
:ule The . crowd were \ given their
money a\\ul‘th, but the gume proved
to-be oo one-sided for the North Side
cinched the game in the first inalug
withi ‘elght ruos to. their credit. uUn the
uther hand the South Siders fulled to
reuch home plate uutil the sixth. The
Novth Siders put up a gilt-edged gume

and pluyed wil sround - heir® op-
pouents, Conaway. who 1hrew fer
tbe Sovth wus in possession of a
“slass urm’’ ana was easy. kerkios,
who succeeded him, was little uwtter.
McGee had the South Side guessing a
few und was ably supported by the
wen bebind biw,  Inability w his vhe
bull at upportune times and & wretch-
ed felding yame Jost the contest for
the South, is the story in shart. Tay-
lor proved to be the shioing mark for
the. South Side and too much prulse
cannot be given to the North Side iu-
dividually for they sll played suappy
ball a3 the foilowing score "will show:
North Side......8 1'4146144-33
South, Side. ....000001100—-2
FThe umplriug of Frank Richurdson
was d¢f high ovder and pruved , sutis-
factury to both players and fans. °
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